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DETAILED ACTION 

Remarks 

1 . In response to communications filed on 3 May 2007, claims 1 and 3-9 are 
pending in the application. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 3-6 are objected to because of the following informalities: the claims 1 
preambles begin with the article 'a\ as in 'a file management method according to claim 
1\ However, the preamble of dependent claims is to begin with 'the', so as to make a 
clear distinction between independent and dependent claims. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 3, 5, and 7-9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Brown et al . (US Patent 6,073,137) in view of Yeunq et al . (US Pre-Grant 



Publication 2003/0093556). 
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As to claim 1 , Brown et al . teaches a file management method for reading and 
filing documents by use of file management software, comprising: 

Analyzing a folder configuration created on mail software in order to obtain 
information regarding the folder configuration (see column 6, lines 1-4 and column 6, 
lines 24-26. The remote mail sever contains folder configurations); 

Creating the same folder configuration in a file system (see 6:24-32 and 6:55-58. 
"The retrieved data is used to synchronize child folders so that the displayed list of child 
folders matches the list from the server". The local version of the folder configuration is 
created in "Microsoft Outlook 98" (see 5:1-9). "Microsoft Outlook 98" provides a system 
of organizing messages (files). Thus, the folder configuration is created in a file system); 

Brown et al . does not teach a file system that reads documents by use of a 
scanner and files the documents on the basis of the obtained information; 

Yeung et al . teaches a file system that reads documents by use of a scanner and 
files the documents on the basis of the obtained information (see paragraphs [0124] and 
[0170]. Images are captured by a scanner and filed into a particular folder in the file 
system, based on a user name); 

Brown et al . as modified teaches performing file management by executing filing 
processing for the created folder configuration (see 6:58-65. The created folder is 
processed to correctly display subfolder indicia. Brown et al . also makes use of 
"Microsoft Outlook 98" (see Brown et al . 5:1-9), which provides for 'file processing*), 
wherein 
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the analysis of the folder configuration is performed at the time of startup of the 
file management software, regularly, or upon user's requests (see Brown et al . 6:5-6. 
Analysis is performed upon a user request (expanding a folder)); and 

When the folder configuration of the mail software differs from that of the file 
system, the folder configuration of the file system is updated to match that of the mail 
software (see Brown et al . 6:55-58). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Brown et al . to include the teaching of 
Yeung etal ., since Yeung et al . teaches "a document management system that 
overcomes a conventional barrier of requiring navigation through a third-party interface 
to access appliance system documents by providing access to the document 
management repository via a folder incorporated into the existing operating system file 
structure" (see paragraph [0077]); 

As to claim 3, Brown et al . as modified teaches wherein mail data items are 
obtained from the mail software and are stored in corresponding folders created in the 
file system (see Brown et al . 6:24-32) and mail data and other files are managed in the 
file system under a same environment (see Brown et al . 5:1-9). 

As to claim 5, Brown et al . as modified teaches wherein the folder configuration 
of the mail software is created on two or more storage units (see Brown et al . 4:35-48 
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and 3:11-23. The folder configuration is created in the remote memory storage and in 
the local cache). 

As to claim 7, Brown et al . teaches a file management system for reading and 
filing documents by use of a file management software, comprising: 

A folder configuration analysis section analyzing a folder configuration created on 
a mail software in order to obtain information regarding the folder configuration (see 
column 6, lines 1-4 and column 6, lines 24-26. The remote mail sever contains folder 
configurations); and 

A folder configuration creation section creating the same folder configuration in a 
file system (see 6:24-32 and 6:55-58. "The retrieved data is used to synchronize child 
folders so that the displayed list of child folders matches the list from the server". The 
local version of the folder configuration is created in "Microsoft Outlook 98" (see 5:1-9). 
"Microsoft Outlook 98" provides a system of organizing messages (files). Thus, the 
folder configuration is created in a file system) 

Brown et al . does not teach a file system that reads documents by use of a 
scanner and files the documents on the basis of the information obtained by the folder 
configuration analysis section 

Yeung et al . teaches a file system that reads documents by use of a scanner and 
files the documents on the basis of the information obtained by the folder configuration 
analysis section (see paragraphs [0124] and [0170]. Images are captured by a scanner 
and filed into a particular folder in the file system, based on a user name); 
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Brown et al . as modified teaches wherein 

file management is performed by executing filing processing for the file folder 
configuration created by the folder configuration creation section (see Brown et al . 6:58- 
65. The created folder is processed to correctly display subfolder indicia. Brown et al . 
also makes use of "Microsoft Outlook 98" (see 5:1-9), which provides for 'file 
processing'), 

the analysis of the folder configuration is performed at the time of startup of the 
file management software, regularly, or upon user's requests (see Brown et al . 6:5-6. 
Analysis is performed upon a user request (expanding a folder)), and 

when the folder configuration of the mail software differs from that of the file 
system, the folder configuration of the file system is updated to match that of the mail 
software (see Brown et al . 6:55-58). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Brown et al . to include the teaching of 
Yeung et al ., since Yeung et al . teaches "a document management system that 
overcomes a conventional barrier of requiring navigation through a third-party interface 
to access appliance system documents by providing access to the document 
management repository via a folder incorporated into the existing operating system file 
structure" (see paragraph [0077]); 
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As to claim 8, Brown et al . teaches a computer-readable storage medium storing 
a program for reading and filing documents .by use of file management software, the 
program executing: 

Analyzing a folder configuration created on mail software in order to obtain 
information regarding the folder configuration (see column 6, lines 1-4 and column 6, 
lines 24-26. The remote mail sever contains folder configurations); 

Creating the same folder configuration in a file system (see 6:24-32 and 6:55-58. 
"The retrieved data is used to synchronize child folders so that the displayed list of child 
folders matches the list from the server". The local version of the folder configuration is 
created in "Microsoft Outlook 98" (see 5:1-9). "Microsoft Outlook 98" provides a system 
of organizing messages (files). Thus, the folder configuration is created in a file system); 

Brown et al . does not teach a file system that reads documents by use of a 
scanner and files the documents on the basis of the obtained information; 

Yeung et al . teaches a file system that reads documents by use of a scanner and 
files the documents on the basis of the obtained information (see paragraphs [0124] and 
[0170]. Images are captured by a scanner and filed into a particular folder in the file 
system, based on a user name); 

Brown et al . as modified teaches performing file management by executing filing 
processing for the created folder configuration (see Brown et al . 6:58-65. The created 
folder is processed to correctly display subfolder indicia. Brown et al . also makes use of 
"Microsoft Outlook 98" (see 5:1-9), which provides for 'file processing 1 ), wherein 
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The analysis of the folder configuration is performed at the time of startup of the 
file management software, regularly, or upon user's requests (see Brown et al . 6:5-6. 
Analysis is performed upon a user request (expanding a folder)), and 

When the folder configuration of the mail software differs from that of the file 
system, the folder configuration of the file system is updated to match that of the mail 
software (see Brown et al . 6:55-58). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Brown et al . to include the teaching of 
Yeung et al ., since Yeung et al . teaches "a document management system that 
overcomes a conventional barrier of requiring navigation through a third-party interface 
to access appliance system documents by providing access to the document 
management repository via a folder incorporated into the existing operating system file 
structure" (see paragraph [0077]). 

As to claim 9, Brown et al . teaches a method for reading and filing documents by 
use of file management software, comprising: 

Analyzing, at the time of the startup of the file management software, a folder 
configuration created on mail software in order to obtain information regarding the folder 
configuration (see 7:19-23. This is the first part of the process to compare and 
synchronize folders between the server and the client) ; and 

Creating the same folder configuration in a file system (see 7:25-55) 
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Brown et al . does not teach a file system that reads documents by use of a 
scanner and files the documents on the basis of the obtained information, 

Yeung et al . teaches a file system that reads documents by use of a scanner and 
files the documents on the basis of the obtained information (see paragraphs [0124] and 
[0170]. Images are captured by a scanner and filed into a particular folder in the file 
system, based on a user name) 

Brown et al . as modified teaches wherein 

When the folder configuration of the mail software differs from that of the file 
system, the folder configuration of the file system is updated to match that of the mail 
software (see 7:25-55). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Brown et al to include the teaching of 
Yeung et al ., since Yeung et al . teaches "a document management system that 
overcomes a conventional barrier of requiring navigation through a third-party interface 
to access appliance system documents by providing access to the document 
management repository via a folder incorporated into the existing operating system file 
structure" (see paragraph [0077]). 

5. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brown et 
al. (US Patent 6,073,137) in view of Yeung et al . (US Pre-Grant Publication 
2003/0093556), and further in view of Sykes, JR . (US Pre-Grant Publication 
2002/0129108). 
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As to claim 4, Brown et al . as modified teaches a file management method 
according to claim 1 . 

Brown et al . as modified does not teach wherein when a file is stored in a folder 
in the file system, a mail including information regarding a link to the file, detailed 
information of the file, and the file itself is transmitted to a mail address of a user, 
whereby the file is managed on the mail software. 

Svkes, JR teaches wherein when a file is stored in a folder in the file system, a 
mail including information regarding a link to the file, detailed information of the file, and 
the file itself is transmitted to a mail address of a user, whereby the file is managed on 
the mail software (see Figures 2a and 2b, paragraphs [0010] and [0011]. When a 
message from the mail software is stored in the alternate file system, the system 
transmits a receipt to the sender that includes the original message (file). The receipt 
includes information regarding a link (a sender is told that it exists and is archived), 
detailed information of the file (the original message), and, as stated, the original 
message itself. As the receipt is transmitted to the user via email, the user may then 
manage the file on his or her email software). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Brown et al . by the teaching of Svkes, JR 
since Svkes, JR teaches that "a problem with electronic communications versus their 
paper-based counterparts is that some electronic communications can be altered, 
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sometimes without detection, and thus it is difficult to verify what was sent, when it was 
sent, or when it was received" (see paragraph [0003]). 

6. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brown et 
al. (US Patent 6,073,137) in view of Yeung et al . (US Pre-Grant Publication 
2003/0093556), and further in view of Hendricks (US Pre-Grant Publication 
2003/0033271). 

Brown et al . as modified teaches a file management method of claim 5. 

Brown et al . as modified does not teach wherein image data read by use of a 
scanner are simultaneously stored in the two or more storage units. 

Hendricks as teaches wherein image data read by use of a scanner are 
simultaneously stored in the two or more storage units (see Hendricks piaragraphs 
[0030]. Folders can be transferred to more than one user. Therefore, the folder 
configuration of the electronic mail software can be created on two or more storage 
units. Also see Yeung et al .. paragraphs [0169] and [0170] for teaching acquiring image 
data by use of a scanner. Users can copy items between folders, which would make the 
item exist in two storage units). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Brown et al . by the teaching of 
Hendricks , since Hendricks teaches "an improved e-mail system that provides an 
automated secure system to transfer e-mail folders" (see paragraph [0007]). 
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Response to Arguments 

7. Applicants arguments filed 3 May 2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that "one of ordinary skill in the art would have had no 
suggestion or motivation to combine Yeung et al . with Brown et al .". Examiner notes 
that motivation was provided in the Office Action dated 6 February 2007 by Yeung et al .. 
which teaches "a document management system that overcomes a conventional barrier 
of requiring navigation through a third-party interface to access appliance system 
documents by providing access to the document management repository via a folder 
incorporated into the existing operating system file structure" (see paragraph [0077]). It 
is also noted that Brown et al . is directed towards synchronizing mail folders, while the 
folder that Yeung et al . copies incoming scanned images into is also a mail folder (see 
paragraph [0124], "based on the,username provided by the MFP Scan Agent 1002, the 
DMM agent 202 stores the document in a user inbox folder 1010, from which a user 
1012 can then retrieve the document image for processing". It is also noted that Brown 
et al . teaches synchronizing a mailbox by analyzing user mailbox information, while 
Yeung et al . teaches filing documents on the basis of user mailbox information. 
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Conclusion 



8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles D. Adams whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3938. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM, M - F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571 ) 272-4085. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 




CHARLES RONES 
SUPERVISORY RATE NT EXAMINER 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Charles Adams 
AU2164 
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